Rectal diazepam in pediatric status epilepticus.
Status epilepticus is a neurologic emergency with an 8% to 12% mortality. Rapid ablation of seizure activity is imperative. Although intravenous administration of diazepam is the preferred immediate treatment, vascular access is often difficult to achieve. Rectal administration of diazepam is easily accomplished during status epilepticus. Five cases in which diazepam administered in the rectal lumen stopped seizure activity are reported. Rectal diazepam appears to be safe and efficacious. It should be considered as an alternate to intravenous therapy when immediate vascular access is delayed. Rectal diazepam may have great benefit in the prehospital setting.